
WALPOLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

SUMMARY OF MEETING –FEBRUARY 14, 2017 
(Please visit the WPS website for detailed and official meeting minutes.) 

 

 Student Representative to the School Committee (SC), Olivia DiPasca, reported on academic, school 

spirit, athletic and extracurricular activities at Walpole High School (WHS). 

 Bird Middle School (BMS) student Zoe Coleman was recognized for being the Walpole Project 351 

Ambassador.  Project 351 is the community day of service where student volunteers from 

Massachusetts’ 351 communities participate in a day of service.  The students are also invited to 

continue volunteering for 12 months. 

 Zoe has committed to Project 351 for the year and is presently organizing a clothing drive for 

children’s clothing up to size 14.  Boxes will be placed at several Walpole schools and the 

Walpole Public Library for donations.  

 BMS Teacher Mary Abplanalp was present to talk about the use of infographics. Students used the 

technology tool in the classroom to demonstrate knowledge learned about African countries. An 

infographic is a visual image such as a chart or diagram used to represent information or data. Students 

created and displayed 45 different infographics. 

 The Education Planning Committee is working on revisions to the MSBA Statements of Interest for an 

April 7 resubmission filing deadline.  This submission would be for consideration in the MSBA’s 

January, 2018 cycle. 

 Dr. Lynch discussed the FY ’18 budget priorities.  The SC voted a tentative FY ’18 budget in the 

amount of $42,998,024.  The FY ’18 Budget message can be found on the District webpage at 

http://www.walpole.k12.ma.us/. 

 Dr. Lynch is pleased to report that a very thorough search process for the new principal of Old Post 

Road School has concluded.  Many stakeholders, inclusive of OPR teachers, parents and students, SC 

and administrators, participated in interviews and focus groups and provided input throughout. The final 

steps in process included a review of input and a sight visitation to the candidate's elementary school 

workplace where teachers, parents and administrators were interviewed.  

 Dr. Lynch stated he is honored to appoint Mr. David Barner as principal of Old Post Road 

School.  Mr. Barner has experience as a principal in Stoughton for the past ten years.  He has 

earned a Certificate of Advanced Graduate Studies (CAGS) and a Masters in Elementary 

Education from Lesley College. He fully expects the entire educational community to work 

collaboratively with Principal Barner on behalf of Old Post Road School students.  Mr. Barner’s 

start date will be July 1, 2017. 

 At the conclusion of a similar search process, Dr. Lynch also announced the appointment of Dr. John 

Queally as Director of Students Services. For the past eight years, Dr. Queally worked for Whitman-

Hanson schools. Dr. Queally has a strong administrative and clinical background. Dr. Queally earned a 

Doctor of Philosophy in Clinical/School Psychology, and a Masters in Clinical/School Psychology from 

Hofstra University. He matriculated at Boston College for his undergraduate degree. The start date will 

be July 1, 2017.  We are fortunate to have someone as talented as Dr. Queally eager to take on the 

challenges of this leadership position. 

 Dr. Rhonda Taft-Farrell will serve in the capacity of Interim Director for the remainder of the 

school year.   

 The SC voted to revise the 2017-2018 SC Meeting calendar.  The revision is due to consideration for 

Veteran’s Day. The School Year Calendar for 2017-2018 is being adjusted to eliminate the full 

Professional Development Day on November 10th for teachers (rescheduled to January 12, 2018).  The 

revised calendar can be found on the District webpage at www.walpole.k12.ma.us.  The changes are as 

follows: 

 No school for students on January 12, 2018 

 Staff would have a full Professional Development day on January 12, 2018. 

 The last day of school will be June 13, 2018. 

 The next SC Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 9, 2017. 
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